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Pongal 

 

 At the beginning of January, our students 
celebrated Pongal. This is a special festival which takes 
place over 4 days. The children had several days holiday 
during this time to celebrate this festival with their 
families. The first day of Pongal is called Bogi. On this 

day, old things are burnt, such as old pieces of clothing and old furniture. On 
this day, people clean and decorate their houses. On the second day, called 
Thai Pongal, it is traditional to praise the sun; people offer rice as a blessing to 
the sun. On the third day of Pongal, Madhu Pongal, cows 
are honoured. Cows are very useful in India- they are 
honoured on this day and are decorated with bright 
colours and balloons. They are also given fruit. On the final 
day, Kanum Pongal, young men fight with bulls and try to 
take money which is fixed on the horns of the bulls. The 
students in the school were also able to celebrate Pongal 
with the cows here- during this festival, the cow shed was 
cleaned and then all the cows were decorated and 
honoured. 
 

Visitors from England 
 
 On 5th January, two visitors from England 
arrived, Hannah Wilson and Kate Burton. They are 
staying in the school for three months to assist in 
classes and to play with the children. They are 
enjoying taking part in the school day and helping the 
children with handwork projects and playing cricket 

at the weekends. They have been able to teach the students new games and 
dances and they have enjoyed learning new things from the students. They 
have taken part in the cultural programmes at the 
school and enjoyed celebrating our beloved 
Madam’s birthday and Republic Day. We are very 
grateful to Hannah and Kate for all their help. We are 
also very grateful to Hannah, who generously 
donated some jewellery for the student’s dance 
performances. 



 



 

 

Madam’s Birthday (21st January) 

 
 On the 21st January, the Rangammal School celebrated 
the birthday of our Madam. This was a very special day 
because it was our Madam’s 75th birthday. The day began 
early with the children assembling in the corridor outside 

her room to wish her ‘Happy Birthday’. Then, some of the children performed 
cultural dances and Madam cut her birthday cake. The children had a 
wonderful day playing games and eating cake. In the evening, there was 
another big celebration in the auditorium of the nursing college, with all the 
school students, the nursing students and members of the teaching and 
hospital staff. Madam received many special gifts from members of staff and 
from students. Members of the Christian, Hindu and Muslim 
faiths joined together to offer prayers for Madam; to wish her 

a long life and to pray that she is able 
to continue her work. After this 
celebration, we all enjoyed a special 
‘picnic’ dinner outside the school. This 
wonderful day was greatly enjoyed by 
all. 

 

Republic Day (26th January) 
  
 The 26th January is India Republic day. To 
celebrate this special day, our students took part in a 
cultural programme at the sports centre in 
Tiruvannamalai. The District Collector attended this event and raised the 
Indian flag at the beginning of the ceremony. Rangammal School was one of 
eight schools asked to perform cultural dances. Our children performed 
several different dances to show different parts of India, such as Kerela, Tamil 

Nadu, Punjab and Kashmir. The children looked 
wonderful in their colourful outfits and they were 
very proud to be able to dance for the District 
Collector. The audience enjoyed their dancing very 
much. The children enjoyed this day. 
 



 



 

PTA 
      The Parent-Teacher Association was 

held on 9th February. On this day, all the parents 
gathered together in the auditorium at the 

school and a President, Treasurer and Secretary were 
elected. On this occasion, the parents were able to 
express their views about the education at the school. 
This was a wonderful opportunity for the parents to 
become involved in the school and they were all very 
happy to be part of this meeting. The teachers were 
also happy to hear the parents’ ideas. This will 
encourage a close relationship between the teachers 
and the parents and allow the parents to play a role 
in the running of the school. Meetings of the PTA will 
take place once a month, when the parents come to 
visit the children on ‘Parents Day’, which is the 
second Saturday of every month. 

 
 

N.S.S- National Service Scheme 
 
 The older students at Rangammal took part in 
the NSS (National Service Scheme) in February, as 
part of their extra-curricular activities. The students 
helped the community by cleaning the road near the 
school; clearing any waste from the roadside and 

burning it, pruning the trees and bushes, weeding the 
ground and watering any plants. This helps the 
environment near the school look nice to people who 
are passing by. The children were very happy to do 
this and they were interested to learn about the NSS 
and to understand how they can help in the local 
community. The children felt encouraged to help 
more in the local community. They enjoyed this 
experience and they were very happy to help.  
 



 



 

New Generator 

 

 Also in February, thanks to the generosity of the Sylvia Wright Trust, a 
new 15kv generator was bought and installed in the school. This generator will 
replace two older, smaller generators and will provide enough power for the 
whole school to have electricity constantly. This generator has more 
advantages than the old generators: it is very fuel efficient and it is designed 
to run quietly so that lessons will not be disturbed by noise. We are very 
grateful to the members of the Sylvia Wright Trust for sponsoring this 
improvement. 
 

Dance at the Government exhibition- 18th 
February 
 The students of Rangammal School were invited to 
dance at the opening ceremony of the Government 
exhibition in Tiruvannamalai. This was a great honor, 
because the students were able to dance in front of the District Collector and 
two State Ministers; the Minister for Media and the Minister for Information 
Technology.Our students were very excited about this opportunity. The 
students performed a wonderful dance and drama performance about the 
development of education in Tamil Nadu, called “Tamil Nadu and the Pathway 
to Development.” This performance had three stages; firstly, it showed how 
children used to be educated in Tamil Nadu and how there were no 
opportunities for handicapped children to go to school. Then, we showed how 
children are educated now and how handicapped children are now given the 
chance to go to school. We showed that the school 
gratefully received new laptops from the Government. 
Finally, we showed how we imagine children will be 
educated in the future, using more computers and 
high-tech equipment. The children were very happy 
to take part in this performance and the politicians 
and the audience enjoyed it very much. The Exhibition in Tiruvannamalai aims 
to show local people the good work that is being done by the State 
Government. There are many interesting exhibits to see. There were many 
people present at the opening ceremony.  
 



 



 
 Visitors from Australia 

 

 In March, Dr Sue Redman visited 
the school from Australia. She originally came to work as a volunteer at the 
hospital with our Madam 20 years ago. At that time, the school was just 
starting. There were only a handful of children studying at a smaller school in 
the centre of Tiruvannamalai. Dr Sue was very impressed to see the progress 
the school has made. She was very happy to see the school building and she 
enjoyed meeting all of the children. She was happy to help the teachers in the 
school and she learnt some sign language from the children. She gave all the 
children some stationary items such as stickers, felt tip pens, crayons, pencils 
and glue. The children were very happy to receive these gifts. She was also 
happy to visit the hospital. She was very impressed with the progress the 
hospital has made since she visited before. She has promised that she will 
keep in touch with the school and she will visit again. 
 

Women’s Day 

 

 The students at Rangammal school enjoyed celebrating 
Women’s Day on 8th March. The day began with dance 
performances from the senior girls and from the primary 
school section. The headmistress made a speech about the 
importance of this festival. Women’s rights are improving in 

India. Women nowadays are able to have a good education and get good jobs. 
This day is a very important celebration because it helps to inspire the female 
students in our school to study hard and get good exam marks so that they 
can go to college and have a good job. The students on this day took part in a 
drawing competition. The students drew pictures of “Women achievers in the 
world”, such as Marie Curie, Mother Theresa and The Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu. Our beloved Madam judged this 
competition. All the students also wished the 
female teachers “Happy Women’s Day”. The 
children enjoyed celebrating this day together 
and they felt inspired by the powerful women 
they learned about. 

 



 



Sports Day 

 

 Our students took part in a sports day organized for disabled children by 
the District Collector for Tiruvannamalai. Our school children participated in 
all events for hearing impaired children, including javelin, long jump, shotput, 
200m and 100m races.  Our students enjoyed a wonderful day and they also 
won many prizes, including: 
 
First prize- Girls Shot put- S.Sarala 
First prize- Girls 200m- S.S arala 
First prize- Girls Javelin- Vinetha 
First prize- Girls Long Jump- Theresa Priya 
Second prize- Girls javelin- Rabiya   
 
First Prize- Boys 200m- Murugan 
First prize- Boys 100m- Lingeswaran 
First prize- Boys Long Jump- Ajith Kumar 
First prize- Boys Javelin- Ajith Kumar (9th Standard) 
First prize- Boys Shot put- Sri Hari 
Second prize- Boys 100m- Vignesh 
Second prize- Boys 200m- Silvaganapathi 
Second prize- Boys Long Jump- Kanniyan 
The students were very happy to participate in this day and they enjoyed the 
opportunity to compete against other hearing impaired children. 
 

Palm Sunday 

 

On 24th March, our students 
celebrated Palm Sunday with our 
beloved Madam. The teachers 
helped to decorate the school with 

palm leaves. All the children were given palm leaves to wave and they walked 
in a procession around the school. Our Madam led this procession. Then, all 
the students followed our Madam into the chapel. She explained the story of 
Palm Sunday to the children and told them that this is a very special day for 
Christians. Then, all the children and our Madam said a special prayer together. 
The children were very happy to celebrate this day with our Madam. 
 



 



Departure of Visitors from England 
 

 On 26th March, our gap girls, Hannah Wilson and 
Kate Burton, left the school to return to England. The 
students were very happy to spend the last three 
months with the gap girls. They were very sad to see 

Hannah and Kate leave. To celebrate the time that they have 
spent here, the teachers and children held a farewell party for the 
gap girls. Some students in the primary school section performed 
a dance and the teachers performed a prayer song. Two teachers 
gave a speech to thank the girls for their work while they have 
been at the school. Hannah and Kate also made 
short speeches about the time they have spent 
here and they thanked the teachers and students. 

The girls say they will never forget their time at Rangammal 
School and they are very sad to go home. Hannah and Kate have said that they 
will stay in touch with the school. They have each agreed to sponsor a child in 
I Standard. Hannah will sponsor Parameswari and Kate will sponsor Priya 
Dharshini. They have said that they hope to visit the 
school again soon. 

Exam 
 In March and April, all the students will sit exams at 
school, to test their progress this year. The students in 10th and 12th standard 
will sit their State Exams. These exams will be corrected externally and the 
results will be printed on the internet. Before the state exams, the students all 
went to the Temple in Tiruvannamalai to pray for their exam results. Our 
Madam also blessed the students as she gave them their hall tickets for the 
entrance into the exam. Our students have studied very hard for their exams 
and they are expecting very good exam marks. Last year, one of the students 
from Rangammal School got the best exam results in Tamil Nadu among 
disabled students. We hope that our students will do as well this year. When 
the 12th standard students get their results, many students will carry on their 
education at college. After the summer vacation, many of the 10th standard 
students will return to Rangammal School to study in 
11th Standard, but some students will continue their 
studies doing technical courses at other schools. We 
pray for our student’s exam marks.  

          Thank You 



 


